
Not since Richard Nixon directed the Central Intelligence Agency to block the FBI 

investigation of the break-in at the Democratic National Committee headquarters in the 

Watergate office complex 47 years ago has there been a more stunning act of self

incrimination than that committed by President Trump in his attempt to persuade the 

Georgia Secretary of State to alter the state's election outcome and declare him the winner. 

It was an appalling case of political strong-arming of the sort that often leads eventually to a 

Federal judge intoning "Will the defendant please rise." 

Whether Trump will face criminal charges will be considered and decided upon by others but 

his telephone call, taped without his knowledge, and his plea to find 11,780 votes in his favor 

and recalculating the official tabulation inflicted grave damage on the nation's electoral 

process and undermined public confidence that fair and honest voting is protected and 

assured. 

Trump will leave office in two weeks, rendering moot any talk of impeachment. Nixon 

resigned after the House brought impeachment proceedings and was later pardoned by 

President Gerald Ford. Trump, however, still faces a criminal investigation by New York State 

authorities of his business dealings, a drama that will likely consume years. 
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