Delete all instructions in red before submitting to the IRB. Use the appropriate header associated with your school. 
Use this template to obtain consent from research participants that are >18 years old, if no personally identifiable information is being collected. When submitting to the IRB indicate if you are requesting a waiver of documentation of consent (no signature line required). 
Instructions are in red. Customize the language in black as needed to fit your study. When you have finished, read over the entire document to ensure it makes sense and is accurate.
You are free to change wording, formatting, font, etc., if all the required elements of informed consent are included. This template is for your convenience only; you are not required to use it.
•	Use simple language. Avoid technical terms. A Flesch-Kincaid score of 8 is ideal. Flesch-Kincaid is a measure of readability, and the numerical value refers to a grade level of reading comprehension. A level of 8 can be read by approximately 80% of readers in the USA.
•	Write in a conversational tone, as though you’re speaking to your participants. 
•	Use short paragraphs (~4 lines or less). Don’t write walls of text. 
Feel free to use bullet points, tables, graphs, pictures, diagrams, etc. to convey the study information more clearly.
Informed Consent
Study Title 
You are invited to participate in a study for research purposes [Statement that the study is for research purposes] exploring personality traits and their connection to creativity. In conducting this study, [Explain the purpose of the proposed research] we hope to determine which characteristics are more dominant in creative individuals. Your decision to participate in this study is completely voluntary. You may discontinue participation at any time without penalty. [Provide statement that participation is voluntary and disclose the subject’s right to discontinue participation at any time]
If you decide to participate, you can expect the following: [Thorough description of the procedures to be followed. Elements to consider: alternative procedures that may be advantageous to subject, total time of participation and potential length of follow up, if multiple surveys are provided detail the frequency of participation.] you will complete a series of surveys online to determine which personality traits you possess. Your total time to participate in this research will be [Expected duration of subject participation. How long will it take to complete a survey and potential follow up?] approximately 45 minutes.
Participation in this research poses no risk to participants. [Disclose of any reasonably foreseeable risks and discomforts to subjects. Consider the information being collected. If the data collected is sensitive, ensure that the potential risk of discomfort is disclosed. If data contains identifiable information and is sensitive in nature, ensure risk of loss of confidentiality is included. If applicable, provide risk mitigation information such as appropriate hotline numbers, contact information for help resources at Stockton, etc.] There are no direct benefits to participation, however your contributions to this study can contribute to generalizable knowledge on personality traits. [Disclose benefits for subject participation that can be expected from this research. If there are no direct benefits, explicitly state such and include that the study can contribute to generalizable knowledge or other benefits to groups of people or society at large if applicable.] Your compensation for participation will be extra credit through Stockton's Psychology Research Laboratory received upon survey completion. [Description of incentives for subject participation. Include a description of what the incentive is (e.g., gift card), how it will be received (e.g., via email), and when incentive will be provided (e.g., on a specific date; after interview is complete).]
No personally identifiable information will be collected for this study, all data collected will be stored in a password protected computer in the principal investigator’s personal office. [Statement describing how data is stored and whether personally identifiable information (PII) will be collected or not. If PII is collected, provide a statement describing the extent confidential records identifying subjects will be maintained and how (will identifiers be collected? Will they be stored with the data or separately? Where? For how long?).] Deidentified information that is obtained in conjunction with this study may be used for future research studies or shared with another investigator for future research studies without additional informed consent from participants. [Statement about future use of data. Indicate EITHER that: A) information may be used for future research studies or shared with another investigator for future research studies without additional informed consent from the subject; indicate whether identifiable information will or will not be shared OR B) that the subject's information, even if identifiers are removed, will not be used or distributed for future research studies. If option B is utilized, data collected from this study cannot be utilized in a subsequent research project without another informed consent process.]
Your decision whether to participate will not prejudice your future relations with Stockton University. If you have questions, please do not hesitate to ask. If you have any additional questions after completing the experiment, please contact the principal investigator, who will be happy to answer any of them. [Insert Name] can be reached by calling (609) 626-XXX or emailing XXXX@stockton.edu. [Provide explicit disclosure of contact person(s) to address concerns or pertinent questions about research] For questions about your rights as a research participant contact the Institutional Review Board at IRB@stockton.edu. [Include IRB contact information for research participant rights questions]
[image: Text

Description automatically generated]Institutional Review Board
Office of Research and Sponsored Programs 
[bookmark: _Hlk140142548]Suite L212D-L212E| 101 Vera King Farris Drive
Galloway, NJ 08205
 T: 609.652.4844 | E: irb@stockton.edu

By marking the appropriate circle, you are indicating that you have read the information provided above and have decided to participate. Participation is voluntary. You may withdraw at any time without prejudice should you choose to discontinue participation in this study. [Include reminder statement about the voluntariness of research participation]


☐ Yes, I would like to participate.
☐ No, I would not like to participate.
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