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Note: 
 
The 2020 Engagement Committee is recommending this proposal for consideration by the 2020 
Steering Committee with the following amendment: 
 

• $9,000 award for nine Washington Center Institute applicants who have not used 2020 
funds in the 2016 national election cycle.   

 
Justification: The 2020 Engagement group decided not to fund a tenth applicant who had 
previously used 2020 funds for attendance of a Summer 2016 political convention.   
 
Claire Abernathy further clarified that of the nine applicants three are non-POLS majors.  The 
remaining six are POLS majors.  The 2020 Engagement group considered the two to one ratio 
sufficiently diversified.  











Experiencing the Presidential Inauguration 
Project Leader: Claire Abernathy, Assistant Professor of Political Science 
claire.abernathy@stockton.edu 
 
 
Narrative Summary of Project  
Every four years, the Washington Center hosts a two-week seminar in Washington D.C. around the 
presidential inauguration. Student attendees participate in discussions and presentations with 
political practitioners in Congress and the executive branch, media personalities, and political 
scientists, all of whom will help students develop a sense of the broader context of the 2017 
inauguration. The seminar will culminate with attendance at the inauguration itself. This year's 
seminar will revolve around a theme, "Can We Elevate Political Discourse?" that will push students 
to consider ways for their generation to counter some of the current trends that characterize our 
political dialogue. This proposal seeks funding to support sending several interested students to this 
seminar which will take place in Washington, D.C. See budget summary on attachment for more details about 
the requested budget.  
 
As this experience allows students to develop unique insights into presidential politics as a new 
leader takes office, shortly after returning to campus for spring semester students will host an event 
to share their experiences at the inauguration. Additionally, following on the theme of this January’s 
seminar – “Can We Elevate Political Discourse?” – student participants will begin an on-campus 
dialogue about how we can contribute to improving the tenor of our politics at a time when that 
seems more important than ever.   
 
To build on their experiences at the inauguration, student attendees with also enroll in a 4-credit 
independent study for spring 2017 with Claire Abernathy to research the new presidential 
administration's actions throughout the semester. At the seminar in January, students will be 
building a strong foundation for how best to understand presidential politics at the start of a new 
administration. The first 100 days of a new presidency have become a crucial benchmark for 
measuring a president’s success. In the independent study, students will be assessing the first 100 
days of the new presidential administration, considering carefully how the agenda outlined by the 
new president in the inaugural address and in the campaign that preceded it aligns with the actions 
being taken throughout spring 2017. The inauguration represents an important opportunity to set 
the new president's priorities, and students will be researching the actions taken by the executive 
branch to see what progress there is toward enacting those stated priorities. At the end of the 
semester, they will be able to evaluate the effectiveness of the new presidential administration in the 
crucial opening days of the term.  
 
In April, as the 100 day mark for the new administration approaches, the students will present their 
analysis of the administration's progress in that time frame on the ideas set forth in the campaign 
and in the inaugural address. This presentation will be open to students across campus, and will 
serve as an opportunity to reflect on what changes the 2016 election this fall has had on the policy 
actions being taken in the country.  
 
The skills that students will develop as part of this Inauguration Seminar experience, and the 
independent study attached to it, will prepare them to participate as active citizens in the years to 
come. Working to monitor the actions of the new administration will help students practice the 



research that they will need to do on their own in the future to follow, understand, and work to 
shape public policy debates. Student participants stand to gain an once-in-a-lifetime experience at 
the inauguration and, through the independent study, to develop an in-depth understanding of 
presidential politics and policy-making. With this knowledge, students will be able to transfer those 
skills that they hone in following the policy making process into their lives as citizens after they leave 
Stockton. They will be prepared to be deeply informed and engaged citizens. And by building in 
opportunities for students to share their experience and their research, this project will have a 
broader reach on Stockton’s campus. 
 
 
Assessment Plan: What are your anticipated outcomes and specific measurements for 
success? 
Throughout the Washington Center seminar in January, students will be assigned readings and 
complete structured assignments and journal entries. These materials, assigned by the Washington 
Center, will assess their understanding of presidential politics as the new administration prepares for 
office. In the independent study, students will be graded based on (1) their assignments completed 
with TWC during the seminar, (2) their research papers, and (3) the two presentations they will give 
to the larger student body, one focused on their inauguration experiences and one focused on their 
research on the administration’s first 100 days. These presentations in particular are a central 
component of this project, as they will ensure that the knowledge that student participants gain 
through this experience is shared more broadly with the campus community.  
 
A successful presentation about the inauguration experience from the student participants will 
effectively convey what they learned about presidential transitions and, importantly, what they 
learned about strategies to improve the state of our political discourse. This presentation will give 
Stockton students a guide for the role that they can each play in changing the tone of our political 
dialogue, focusing our students across campus on concrete ways to participate in and improve our 
political system. This presentation in February will be widely promoted to ensure that students are 
able to share their insights with as many on the Stockton campus as possible. 
 
In their research efforts, student participants will be producing a database that tracks all the policy 
priorities of the new administration and the progress made toward each. Their findings from this 
research will be shared at a campus-wide presentation in April, as the 100 day mark approaches. 
Student participants will collaborate together on the research and presentation. This presentation 
will serve to inform students across campus about policymaking in a new presidential administration, 
and will also consider the obstacles that the new president is facing in his/her efforts to move policy 
forward. Each student will also write a research paper that summarizes their findings about the 
progress of the new administration toward the goals outlined in the campaign and in the inaugural 
address. It is the intention that these research papers could be submitted for presentation at an 
academic conference within the next year after the independent study. 
 
The work of this project will be completed during spring semester 2017, and Claire Abernathy will 
be responsible for overseeing all aspects of the project. Presentations with students at an academic 
conference would be expected to occur in 2017-2018.  
 
 
 
 



Budget Summary 
This proposal seeks funds to cover 50% of program fees for this experience for our students; with a 
program cost of $2295 for each student (including their housing while in D.C.), each Stockton 
student attendee would have $1147 of those costs covered through support from the 2020 Initiative.  
 
We are currently seeking additional support of $500 per student in form of a supplemental from the 
Student Senate.  
 
Beyond the financial support secured from the 2020 Initiative and the Student Senate, student 
participants will be responsible for paying the remainder of their program fees for the Inauguration 
Seminar, as well as for travel expenses and food during their time in D.C. Though it depends on the 
amount of support received from the 2020 Initiative and the Student Senate, it is estimated that 
students will be responsible for at least $1,000 of their expenses for this experience (between 
remaining program fees, travel and food costs).  
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