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Schmidt is, perhaps, best known for his role in the 2008 presidential campaign of Sen. McCain and 
his decision to recruit former Alaska Gov. Sarah Palin as the vice-presidential candidate - one of 
the most egregious political blunders in presidential campaign history. 

Schmidt, it was revealed, had sought a major role in the Trump campaign in 2016, but was rebuffed 
by the candidate who, it was reported, found him "untrustworthy." It was one of the few moments of 
prescience exhibited by Trump. 

As often occurs in times of crisis and controversy, the principals have turned on one another. 
Conway, responding to the leak of private e-mails from another founder, Jennifer Horn, warned his 
former colleagues and partners they had violated Federal law and could be held liable. 

Horn, in her resignation, described a work environment riddled with demeaning, sexist and 
misogynistic behavior while her ex-partners responded by accusing her of attempting to shake 
them down for tens of thousands of dollars in fees and benefits. 

Weaver was excoriated by his co-founders for his behavior, despite clear evidence they were aware 
of it months before the story broke. 

While the entire episode was a seamy and sordid tale, it was also a scam worthy of Bernie Madoff. 

And the media cannot escape its role in it. 

The Lincoln Project was shamelessly promoted by talk show hosts for doing the work of the Lord to 
defeat Trump. The founders were featured on show after show as examples of righteous, high­
minded, patriotic Americans dedicated to saving the nation from the evil president. 

All of which, of course, produced even greater contributions to the project. 

In the meantime, the founding principals laughed up their sleeves at the media while making their 
way to the bank. 

It is unlikely any of principals will face criminal sanctions and the media will do its best to ignore its 
role in so eagerly providing a platform to them. 

For some in the media, their chosen occupation means never having to say you're sorry. 

Carl Golden is a senior contributing analyst with the William]. Hughes Center for Public Policy at 

Stockton University. 


