MAHG COURSE DESCRIPTIONS - SUMMER 2020

MAHG 5037: Perpetrator Behavior and Genocide Prevention with Professor Iva Vukusic

This course will focus on perpetrator behavior and motivation in genocide and mass atrocity. Case
studies, also focusing on the judicial consequences, will be drawn from the Holocaust, Cambodia,
Latin America, Bosnia-Herzegovina, Rwanda, and child soldiers. In addition to understanding how
ordinary people come to commit genocide and mass atrocity, this course will focus on the implications
of that understanding for prevention of such ordinary evil.

MAHG 5063: Genocide and State Violence in Latin America with Dr. Matthew Hone

Latin American society was profoundly impacted by the contentious conditions established as a result
of the bipolar Cold War era. Hundreds of thousands of lives were lost as a result of civil conflict,
government repression and even genocide as the United States, the Soviet Union and Cuba
conducted a series of proxy was vying for political influence and territorial control. Latin America,
almost in its entirety, was upended by violence while mass atrocity and human rights violations
emerged as commonplace occurrences for decades. Although externa; intervention was not the sole
culprit for the devastation that wrought havoc throughout the Western Hemisphere, foreign
interference exasperated an already precarious situation for vulnerable nations. Despite the cessation
of Cold War hostilities, government repression in Latin America prevails, in particular, in Mexico and
Central America where the violent death rates have reached and even exceeded Cold War levels.
Although the current discourse places the onus on economic despair, criminal gangs and the much
publicized “Drug War” pervasive state violence has been unjustifiably excluded from the conversation
and necessitates further analysis.
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The MAHG degree requires the completion of 35 credits and the submission of a master's
thesis or capstone project: one 3-credit core courses (Introduction to Holocaust and
Genocide Studies), two 1-credit required courses (Introduction to Graduate Studies and
Thesis/Capstone Proposal), one 3-credit methods course (Research Methods in Holocaust
and Genocide Studies), one or two 3-credit thesis or capstone courses, and eight or seven
3-credit elective courses. All the online courses in the Genocide Prevention Certificate
(GPC) program count as MAHG electives and are open to MAHG students.

COURSES IN THE MASTER OF ARTS IN HOLOCAUST AND GENOCIDE (MAHG)
PROGRAM AND THE GENOCIDE PREVENTION CERTIFICATE (GPC) PROGRAM

Summer 2020 May 18 — July 27, 2020

MAHG 5037 - Perpetrator Behavior and Genocide Prevention
with Professor Iva Vukusic
Online

MAHG 5063: Genocide and State Violence in Latin America
with Dr. Matthew Hone
Online
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