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Education

Ph.D.: University of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 
Major: Social Welfare, 

August, 2012
MSW: University of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania

Major: Social Work

May, 2002

B.A.: University of Wisconsin, Madison, Wisconsin                                                                             
Major: Cultural Anthropology 
December, 1995

Academic Appointments (Current)
Stockton University, Galloway, New Jersey 

Associate Professor, 2018- present
Assistant Professor, 2013-2017
Graduate Program Academic Coordinator & Learning Community Assistant for the 
Master’s in Child Welfare Education Program (MCWEP), New Jersey State Title IV-E Project
The Child Welfare Education Institute (CWEI) 
Nationally Certified Instructor of the Core Concepts of Child Trauma (CCCT)
Professional Experience (Selected)
University of Pennsylvania, Perelman School of Medicine, Philadelphia, PA
Project Director

Factors Influencing Infant-Child Development among Mexican Immigrant Families in New Latino Diaspora Communities, 2011-2012

University of Pennsylvania, School of Social Policy & Practice 
Qualitative Methods Consultant

Housing Opportunities for People With AIDS (HOPWA): Needs Assessment, 2012

Pennsylvania State University, School of Psychology, Social Cognition Lab, 
University Park, PA

Project Coordinator
A Study of Parenting (ASOP), funded by NICHD, 2010-2012

Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia, The Research Institute, PolicyLab, Philadelphia, PA

Project Director 

The Children’s Stability and Well Being Study (CSAW), Funded by NICHD, William Penn and Stoneleigh Foundations, 2006-2010                                                

Assessment and Treatment Alternatives, Philadelphia, PA
Mobile Therapist

May 2002-January 2011


Supreme Court of Pennsylvania, Administrative Office of Pennsylvania Courts

Department of Policy and Research, Philadelphia, PA 

Project Specialist



An Evaluation of Statewide Practices in Child Custody Disputes, 2005-2006

The Field Center for Children’s Policy, Practice and Research, University of Pennsylvania,

Philadelphia, PA

Principal Investigator

University of Pennsylvania Law School: Evaluation of the University of Pennsylvania 

Interdisciplinary Child Advocacy Clinic (ICAC), 2003- 2005

Research Assistant

Philadelphia Department of Human Services, Front-End Reform Project: 

Evaluation of Policies, Development Procedural Manual, 2004-2005

Center for Research on Youth and Social Policy, University of Pennsylvania, 
Philadelphia, PA

Research Assistant

Expert Report by Dr. Richard Gelles for Children’s Rights Inc.: Charlie and Nadine H. v. McGreevey and the New Jersey Department of Youth and Family Services (DYFS), 2002-2003

Episcopal Community Services, Philadelphia PA


Senior Case Manager, Services to Children in their Own Homes (SCOH)

Agency Liaison: Philadelphia Department of Human Services and Temple University 

Philadelphia Outcomes Measures Project

Workshop Facilitator: Parenting Skills, 1998- 2001

Assessment and Treatment Alternatives, Philadelphia, PA



Therapeutic Support Staff, 1997-1998

The Salvation Army, McLachlan House, Shelter for Dependent Youth, Philadelphia, PA,                                                                                                          

Residential Counselor, 1996-1997
Dane County Juvenile Court, Emergency Shelter for Dependent Youth, Madison, WI 

Residential Counselor, 1994-1996
Professional Publications

Peer Refereed

Hernandez-Mekonnen, R. & Konrady, D (2019) Identifying and addressing the needs of immigrant children and families in child welfare: Title IVE learning communities as a mechanism for change. Child Welfare: Special Edition on immigration. 96(6).47-67. 

Hernandez-Mekonnen, R. & Konrady, D (2017). Title IV-E child welfare training and university partnerships: transforming state child protection services into a trauma informed system. Advances in Social Work 18(1), 235-249, DOI: 10.18060/21323

Azar, S. T., Mcguier, D. J., Miller, E. A., Hernandez-Mekonnen, R., & Johnson, D. R. (2017). Child neglect and maternal cross-relational social cognitive and neurocognitive disturbances. Journal of Family Psychology. DOI: 10.1037/fam0000268.
Hernandez-Mekonnen, R., Duggan, E., Bennett, I., Oliveros-Rosen, L., Gerdes, M., Wortham, S., Ludmir, J. (2016) Health literacy in unauthorized Mexican immigrant mothers and risk of developmental delay in their children. Journal of Immigrant and Minority Health. DOI: 10.1007/s10903-015-0284-z 

Noonan, K., Matone, M., Zlotnik, S. Hernandez-Mekonnen, R., Rubin, D., & Mollen, C., (2012). Cross-system barriers to educational success for children in foster care: The front line perspective. Children and Youth Services Review. 34(2), 403-408
Mekonnen, R., Noonan, K., & Rubin, D. (2009). Achieving better health care outcomes for children in foster care. Pediatric Clinics of North America. 56(2), 405-415.

Rubin, D., Downes,K. O'Reilly,A., Mekonnen,R., Luan,X., Localio, R. (2008). Impact of kinship care on behavioral well-being for children in out-of-home care. Archives of Pediatrics & Adolescent Medicine. 162(6), 550-556.

Other Publications

Hernandez-Mekonnen, R. (Spring/Summer 2020). The unbearable paradox between social work ethics and

values, and the abuse of migrant children. National Association of Social Work, Specialty Practice Sections: Child Welfare.
Mahan Gary, J., Merie, K., & Hernandez-Mekonnen, R. (Spring 2020). Compassionate Practice with Refugees and Asylees. New Jersey Psychologist, A Publication by the New Jersey Psychological Association, 70:2. 
Hernandez-Mekonnen, R., Falk, D., Konrady, D., & Everett, J. (2017). Masters Child Welfare Education Program 2015-2016 Annual Report: Lessons learned and recommendations for program enhancement. Stockton University, Galloway, NJ.

Hernandez-Mekonnen, R. (2012). Foster care: An analysis of factors that impact placement stability. University of Pennsylvania. ProQuest Dissertations and Theses, 232. Retrieved from http://search.proquest.com/docview/1289085505?accountid=14749. (1289085505).

Noonan, K. Rubin, D., Mekonnen, R. & Zlotnik, S. (2009). Securing child safety, well-being, and permanency through placement stability for children in foster care. PolicyLab at The Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia Research Institute. Evidence to Action. Policy Brief (1)

Under Review

Hernandez-Mekonnen, R., & Gelles, R., Rubin, D. Our own worst enemies: The impact of system factors on placement stability. Manuscript under revision. 
Awards, Fellowships, Grants, and Recognition

New Jersey Division of Child Protection and Permanency, Stockton University Child Welfare Education Institute, Faculty and Graduate Coordinator, 2012-present, $2,156,000 annual contract. 

Stockton University, Teaching Research in a University Environment (TRUE),Teaching Circle Grant, Institute for Faculty Development, 2016-2018, $5,250

Stockton University, Research and Professional Development Grant, Scholarship of Engagement, A Needs Assessment of Former Foster Youth at Stockton. $5,573

Principal Investigator, 2015- 2016

Robert Wood Johnson Foundation Health & Society Scholars Pilot Funds 2012, $14,800 Factors Influencing Infant-Child Development among Mexican Immigrant Families in New Latino Diaspora Communities, 2011-2012

Service (Selected)
Stockton University Faculty Senate, At Large Member, 2014- present


Chair, Administration and Finance Committee


Vice Chair, Academic Policies and Procedures Committee

Co- Chair, Research Committee for Strategic Enrollment Management Planning 

Member, Distinguished Graduate Research Fellowship Committee

Chair, MSW Assessment Committee

Member, MSW Admissions Committee

Member, MSW Curriculum Committee

Council on Social Work Education (CSWE) Child Welfare Track APM Planning Committee 2019-present

Council on Social Work Education (CSWE) Peer Reviewer for APM proposals; Child Welfare, Social Welfare Policy, and Immigration tracks. 2014-present

Council on Social Work Education (CSWE), National Task Force on Specialized Trauma Competencies, Steering Committee, Co-Chair for Policy Subcommittee, 2016-2018
Center on Immigration and Child Welfare (CICW), Advisory Board, Steering Committee,

New Mexico State University, 2013- Present
Philadelphia Department of Human Services, Fostering Connections Transition and Implementation Committee, Representative from Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia, 2010

City of Philadelphia, Department of Human Services, Qualitative Service Reviewer (QSR), 2010-1012

Utah Department of Human Services, Division of Children and Family Services, State QSR Reviewer, 2009 

Ogden, Utah

Peer Reviewer for several Social Work and Child Welfare journals, Oxford University Press, and several International Professional Associations’ annual conferences 
Professional Presentations

Dunkle, J. & Hernandez-Mekonnen, R. (2021, May). Policy and Advocacy Engagement of MSW Students.  Social Policy (ISP) MACRO Conference 2020, The Power of MACRO Social Work: Forging Pathways Toward a More Just and Equitable World, Washington University in St. Louis, MO
Hernandez-Mekonnen, R., & Konrady, D. (2020, October). The Legalization of Marijuana and the Implications for Child Welfare. 2020 Council on Social Work Education, Annual Program Meeting, Denver, CO. 
Hernandez-Mekonnen, R. (2019, April). Victimization of Girls: Child Abuse and Neglect as a Gendered Construct: Victimization across the Lifespan Conference, Childhood Studies and Victimology, Stockton University.
Hernandez-Mekonnen, R. (2019, March). Social Workers in the Field of Immigration: International Refugee Day Panel, Careers in Social Work, West Chester University School of Social Work. 
Hernandez-Mekonnen, R. (2018, August & 2019, March). Trauma of Separation of Children and Families; Migration Experiences in the Americas: Updates. Crisis at the Border and Within: A (2 part) Panel Discussion on the Separation of Children and Families, Child Welfare Education Institute, Stockton University.
Hernandez-Mekonnen, R. (2018, October). Migration Experiences in the Americas: Polytrauma. Stockton University Unidos Latinx Lecture Series. 
Hernandez-Mekonnen, R. (2018, August). Adverse Childhood Experiences and Trauma Informed Educational Practices. Millville School District, Board of Education. Invited Presentation. Millville, New Jersey
Hernandez-Mekonnen, R. (2018, August). Trauma and Community Well-being; ACEs and Secondary Traumatic Stress in Police and First Responders. Point Pleasant Community Advisory Board, Invited Presentation. Point Pleasant, New Jersey. 
Kirzner, R. & Hernandez-Mekonnen, (2017). Barriers of Aged Out Youth Attending College. Council on Social Work Education, Annual Program Meeting, Dallas, TX
Madan, M. Hernandez-Mekonnen, R & Kaiser, E. (2017, August). A TRUE Initiative: Equipping the Undergraduate and Graduate students with Research and Critical Thinking Skills needed in the 21st Century, 37th Annual International Conference on Critical Thinking, Sonoma, CA.
Lewis, M., Hernandez-Mekonnen, R., & Konrady, D. (2016, November). Learning Communities in a Title IV-E Program: Enhancing knowledge-transfer to improve outcomes. 2016 Council on Social Work Education, Annual Program Meeting, Atlanta, GA.
Hernandez-Mekonnen, R. (2016, November). The intersection of child welfare and immigration: Challenges and options. Invited presenter for the 2016 Council on Social Work Education, Annual Program Meeting, Child Welfare Track- Special Topics- Plenary, Atlanta, GA.
Hernandez-Mekonnen, R., Everett, J. & Sampson, A. (2016, October). Secondary traumatic stress in child welfare: A policy issue. The New Jersey Department of Children and Youth Policy Unit, Trenton, NJ.

Hernandez-Mekonnen, R. (2016, June). Social Work Ethics. Samost Jewish Family & Children's Service of Southern New Jersey (JFCS), Cherry Hill ,NJ.
Hernandez-Mekonnen, R. (2016, June). Trauma and Victimization: Adverse Childhood Experiences. Youth Symposium: Trauma, Victimization, and Family Preservation in an Urban Community Sponsored by: The Atlantic City and Pleasantville Municipal Planning Board, Stockton Center for Community Engagement, and Stockton University Child Welfare Institute

Hernandez-Mekonnen, R. (2016, June). Addressing Program and Policy Inadequacies for Immigrant Families via Title IV-E Child Welfare Training. Special Research Panel: Race and Inequality, Influencing Social Policy Conference 2.0: Race and Inequality: Policy and Advocacy for Structural Change, Washington University in St. Louis. 

Hernandez- Mekonnen, R., Gottesman, J., Pindar, M., & Mandelbaum, R. (2016, April). Strategies for Stability and Permanency for Immigrant Youth. 2016 Adolescent Networking Conference: Voices United for Youth: Visions of a Better Tomorrow, New Brunswick, NJ

Hernandez- Mekonnen, R., Gottesman, J., Pindar, M., & Mandelbaum, R. (2016, March). The intersection of Child Welfare and Immigration: Challenges and Legal Options. Workshop, 2016 Children in Court Conference, Princeton, NJ

Hernandez-Mekonnen, R. (2015, February) Immigration and Immigrants: The U.S.’ Paradoxical Response. Panelist and Workshop Facilitator, the Paul Shane Annual Policy Symposium, Georgian Court University, NJ

Crea, T., Hernandez-Mekonnen, R., Rome Harris, S. & Dettlaff, A. (2014, October). Migration and Child Well-Being: At the Border of Immigration and Child Welfare, panel presentation in the Immigrants, Refugees, and Displaced Populations Track, 60th Annual Program Meeting (APM) of The Council on Social Work Education, Tampa FL. 

Falk, D., Hernandez-Mekonnen, R & Lewis, M. (2014, October). The Child Welfare Education Institute at The Richard Stockton College of New Jersey, invited electronic poster presentation, Title IVE Child Welfare Track, 60th Annual Program Meeting (APM) of The Council on Social Work Education, Tampa FL. 
Azar, S., Hernandez-Mekonnen, R., Miller, E., & Johnson, D. (2014, July) Predicting Child Neglect: Additive Contributions of Social Information Processing and Contextual Factors International Family Violence and Child Victimization Research Conference Portsmouth, NH.

Hernandez-Mekonnen, R. & Gelles, R. (2014, June) Our Own Worst Enemies: The Impact of System Factors on Placement Stability. American Professional Society on the Abuse of Children (APSAC) 22nd Annual Colloquium, New Orleans, LA.
 

Hernandez-Mekonnen, R. (2013, November) Invited Panelist, Child Abuse Panel Discussion Stockton University, Social Work Program & Child Welfare Education Institute  

Hernandez-Mekonnen, R. & Bennett, I. (2013, November) Maternal Health Literacy in Mexican Immigrant Mothers and Risk of Developmental Delay in their Children. 2013 North American Primary Care Research Group (NAPCRG), Annual Meeting, Ottawa, Ontario, Canada
Hernandez-Mekonnen, R. (2013, February) Creating Federal Policy Based on Kid's Stories: The Coalescence of Practice, Policy, and Research. The 2013 Symposium on Influencing Government Policy in Child Welfare. Stockton University. 

Duggan, E, Hernandez-Mekonnen, R., Oliveros-Rosen, L., Wortham, S. Ludmir, J. & Bennett, I. (2012, December) Developmental Screening Among Mexican Immigrant Families in New Latino Diaspora Communities. Poster Presentation.  2012 North American Primary Care Research Group (NAPCRG), Annual Meeting, New Orleans, LA.
Matone, M, Mollen, C., Zlotnik, S., Mekonnen, R., O’Reilly, A., & Rubin, D. (2012, January) Children's Stability & Well-Being Study: Assessing Barriers to Educational Success. Poster Presentation. 2012 Society for Social Work Research Conference, Washington DC.
Matone, M, Mollen, C., Zlotnik, S., Mekonnen, R., O’Reilly, A., & Rubin, D. (2011, August) Children's Stability & Well-Being Study: Assessing Barriers to Educational Success. Poster Presentation.  2011 National Child Welfare Evaluation Summit, Children’s Bureau, Washington DC.
Azar, S. & Mekonnen, R. (2011, August). Intellectual Disabilities and Neglectful Parenting: Preliminary Findings on the Role of Cognition in Parenting. Poster Presentation.  2011 National Child Welfare Evaluation Summit, Children’s Bureau, Washington DC.
Mekonnen, R. (2011, July). Dismantling Placement Instability Step by Step: The Philadelphia Case. Research Presentation.  APSAC's 19th Annual Colloquium, Philadelphia, PA

Azar, S., Mekonnen, R., & Stevenson, M. (2011, July). Child neglect: A test of social information processing model of etiology. Presentation.  APSAC's 19th Annual Colloquium, Philadelphia, PA
Mekonnen, R. (2011, May). Helping Hands: Intergenerational Resource and Information Conference for Caregivers. Invited Panelist by Pennsylvania Senator Anthony H. Williams. 
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